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Ternate> On the southern side of the island, the
Spaniards had built a fort and a town. The Dutch
admiral disembarked upon the northern side, and, with
assistance of the natives, succeeded in throwing up sub-
stantial fortifications at a village called Malaya. The
son of the former sultan, who was a Spanish prisoner at
the Philippines, was now formally inducted into his
father's sovereignty, and Matelieff established at Malaya
for his protection a garrison of forty-five Hollanders
and a navy of four small yachts. Such were the slender
means with which Oriental empires were founded in
those days by the stout-hearted adventurers of the little
Batavian republic.

With this miniature army and navy, and by means of
his alliance with the distant commonwealth, of whose
power this handful of men was a symbol, the King of
Ternate was thenceforth to hold his own against the
rival potentate on the other island, supported by
the Spanish King. The same convention of commerce
and amity was made with the Ternatians as the one
which Stephen van der Hagen had formerly concluded
with the Bandians, and it was agreed that the potentate
should be included in any treaty of peace that might be
made between the republic and Spain.

Matelieff, with three ships and a cutter, now sailed for
China, but lost his time in endeavouring to open trade
with the Celestial empire. The dilatory mandarins drove
him at last out of all patience, and, on turning his prows
once more southward, he had nearly brought his long
expedition to a disastrous termination. Six well-armed,
well-equipped Portuguese galleons sailed out of Macao
to assail him. It was not MateliefFs instinct to turn his
back on a foe, however formidable, but on this occasion
discretion conquered instinct. His three ships were out
of repair; he had a deficiency of powder; he was in
every respect unprepared for a combat; and he reflected
Upon the unfavourable impression which would be made
on the Chinese mind should the Hollanders, upon their
first appearance in the flowery regions, be vanquished
by the Portuguese. He avoided an encounter, therefore, -
and, by skilful seamanship, eluded all attempts of the
foe at pursuit. Eetuming to Ternate, he had the satis-
faction to find that during his absence the doughty little